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England, Wales, a.nd Scotland was known in ancient times under the designation of Britain ;in
Latin, Britannia. The origin or derivation of the name has been a subject of discussion. Some
native historians, such as Nennius, who lived in the ninth century, and Geoffrey of Monmouth,
who flourished in the twelfth century, derived the name from Brutus, a Roman consul, who,
after conquering Spain, reduced Britain to subjection to Rome. The historian traced the Britons
through Brutus to the Romans, and through them again to the Trojans. This method of writing
history has been called mythical, which consists in the creation of facts from an idea, which
facts are thus pure imagination. This method was common in ancient times in Rome and
Greece. A ccordingly, the story of Romulus and Remus was invented by the oldest Roman
writers to explain the origin of the name of the city Roma, as derived from Romulus. The
explanation of the name Britain as derived from Brutus must be laid aside as pure imagination.
According to Canon Taylor, in his interesting book, Words and Places, the name is not derived
from the Celtic or the classic languages. He thus expresses his opinion (pp. 44, 45) :B ut the
Celtic aborigines do not seem to have called themselves by the name of Britons, nor can any
complete and satisfactory name be discovered in any of the Celtic dialects. .. .T he word,
however, is utterly foreign both to the Greek and the Latin speech. Then he goes on to show
that, after searching all the languages spoken by the diverse races who have found a home on
these shores, he turns to the remaining ancient language of Western Europe, and concludes :W
efind that this name is derived from that family of languages of which the Lapp and the
Basque are the sole living representatives ;and hence we reasonably infer that the earliest
knowledge of the island which was possessed by any (Typographical errors above are due to
OCR software and dont occur in the book.)
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